this territory. The Soviet delegation believes that the Con-,
ference should declare in- favour of this proposal.
In this connection it is first of all necessary that a deci-
sion be adopted providing for the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Trieste within a specified time. Nothing, how-
ever, is said about this in the drafts submitted. But the Soviet
delegation does not deem it possible to evade so important
a question.
It is noteworthy that the memorandum of the United
States of America emphasizes that the Security Council must
have the necessarv means to ensure the integrity arid inde-
pendence of the Free Territory. But it is delicatelv silent
as to what kind of "necessary means" is meant. Neither was
any satisfactory answer given to the Questions which I put
to the representative of the United States here. Yet it is not
difficult to guess that "necessary means" in this case might
also be taken to signify armed forces. If this is so, then the
Soviet delegation cannot consent to the proposal of the
United States. It must ibe clear to us that the presence of
armed forces would convert the Free Territorv into a mili-
tary base. This wooild be so even if these armed forces were
formally subordinated to the Securitv Council. It was decid-
ed by the Council of Foreign Ministers that Trieste should
become a free international port. But no one has yet believed
it possible to sav that Trieste should become a base for
anyone's armed forces. The Soviet delegation holds that
neither anv individual Power, nor even the Security Council,
should convert the Free Territory into a military base, since
this would lend an entirely new and moreover undesirable
aspect to the entire Trieste question.
As is known, the United Nations Charter provides that
members of this Organization should in definite cases furnish
Hie Security Council with the armed forces necessary to
maintain peace. Tn the meaning of the Charter, what is
m